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The bipartisan research team of Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, Metz & Associates (D) and New Bridge Strategies (R) 

recently completed a survey of voters in Utah, assessing their opinions of funding for air quality, water quality, 

and natural lands.i The study found that Utah voters strongly support investing more in their air, water and land; 

more than three in four support dedicating $100 million from the state’s budget surplus to these purposes; and 

a sizable majority would like the opportunity to vote on increasing such funding. More specifically, they 

overwhelmingly support investing a portion of the state's budget surplus in improving and protecting air quality.  

Among the key specific findings of the survey are the following: 

• Three-quarters of Utah voters see at least “some need” to invest more in air, waters and lands. Seventy-

four percent of voters say that there is at least “some need” for these investments, and more than one-third 

(36 percent) say that it is a “great need.” This support cuts across gender, party, religious and age 

demographics. 

Figure 1: Need for Funding for Air, Waters and Lands in Utah 

Generally speaking, would you say that Utah has a great need, some need, a little need,  
or no real need for additional funding to protect its air, waters, and lands? 
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• Most would be more likely to vote for a state legislator who increased funding to conserve land, water and 

wildlife and improve air and water quality. By contrast, fewer than one in ten (8 percent) said they would be 

less likely to support a legislator who did so.  

Figure 2: Impact of Support for Conservation Funding on Willingness to Back a State Legislator 

Suppose in the next legislative session your state legislator voted to increase funding to conserve land, water and 
wildlife, and improve air and water quality. Would that make you more likely to vote for them, less likely to vote 

for them, or would it make no difference in your attitude toward them?   

 

• Nearly four in five Utah voters support using $100 million of the state's surplus to improve and protect air 

quality. Voters were also asked about the governor's proposal to direct $100 million of the state's $1.3 billion 

surplus to air quality in the state. Fully 78 percent of voters support this investment, with a majority (51%) 

"strongly" in support.  

Figure 3: Support for Investing $100 Million of Surplus in Air Quality 

In his 2019 state budget proposal, the governor recommends directing 100 million dollars of the $1.3 billion 
budget surplus to improving and protecting air quality. Do you support or oppose this proposal? 

 

Support is high across major demographic groups including: 



 Page 3 

• 78% of men and 79% of women; 

• 93% of Democrats, 81% of independents, and 73% of Republicans; 

• 77% of active members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints; and 

• 78% of voters under age 54 and 79% of voters ages 55 and older. 

 

• Their highest priorities for funding have to do with water and air quality, wildfire prevention and habitat. 

Figure 4 below lists the priorities for conservation funding that a majority of Utahns rated “extremely” or “very 

important.” These include ensuring water supplies are adequate and good quality for drinking, as well as 

protecting lands that provide clean water. Monitoring and improving air quality is also a high priority. 

Figure 4: Priorities for Conservation Funding 

I am going to read you a list of specific ways that the additional conservation funding we have been  
discussing could be invested in Utah.  Please tell me how important each of these potential projects  

is to you: extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not important. 

Priority 
% Extremely/Very 

Important 

Ensuring an adequate water supply for Utah’s future 88% 

Protecting and improving drinking water quality 78% 

Improving water quality and reducing pollution 76% 

Monitoring and improving air quality 71% 

Conserving and restoring lands that provide clean water 71% 

Protecting waters in rivers, lakes and streams 69% 

Improving forest management to decrease catastrophic wildfires 68% 

Protecting important fish and wildlife habitat 65% 

Promoting clean energy 62% 

Improving energy efficiency in public buildings and schools 61% 

Saving local family farms and ranches 59% 

Protecting natural areas for hunting, fishing and recreation 58% 

Improving planning for growing communities 58% 

Purchasing and conserving key natural areas threatened by 
development 

51% 
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• More broadly, Utah voters see the outdoor recreation economy as very important to their future. Another 

recent poll conducted by the same polling team on behalf of the Colorado College found that three in five 

Utahns believe the outdoor recreation economy will be “very important” to the state and the West.  

Figure 5: Importance of the Recreation Economy 

When you think about the economic future of Utah and the Western U.S., how important do you think the 
outdoor recreation economy will be – meaning people who come to hunt, fish, camp, boat, see wildlife, as well as 

those who manufacture and sell equipment for those activities? 

 

• They clearly see the State Legislature as responsible for addressing issues with air quality in the state. As 

shown in Figure 6 on the following page, while most voters believe that a variety of public actors have at least 

"some responsibility" for addressing air quality, nearly three in five (59%) believe the State Legislature has a 

major role. That figure is seven points higher than the next most-responsible entity, local government. 

Figure 6: Responsibility for Addressing Air Quality 

Next, a number of different people and organizations may have some part to play in addressing air quality 
problems in Utah.  Please tell me whether you believe each of the following should have a major responsibility for 

addressing the issue, some responsibility, or no responsibility. 
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In sum, Utah voters clearly value the state’s lands and waters, and would like to see improvements to air quality 

as well. They back the idea of dedicating funding from the state’s budget surplus to address issues with land, air, 

and water, and are more likely to vote for a legislator who votes to increase funding for these priorities.  

i Methodology: From Feb. 11-18, 2019, the bipartisan research team of FM3 Research (D) and New Bridge Strategy (R) 
completed 602 telephone interviews (on both landlines and cell phones) with randomly selected voters in Utah who are likely 
to participate in the November 2020 election. The margin of sampling error for the study is ±4.0% at the 95% confidence 
level; margins of error for population subgroups within the sample will be higher. Due to rounding, not all totals will sum to 
100%. The State of the Rockies poll was conducted Jan. 2-9, 2019, among 400 voters in Utah, with a margin of error of +/-
4.9%. 

                                                           


